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Background
Small ruminants are often important assets for livestock 
keepers in developing countries. They provide readily available 
cash when needed, are regarded as medium-term assets and 
sources of livelihood, are rich sources of protein and they 
fulfil socio-cultural functions. However, the multifunctional 
role of small ruminants is threatened by high burden of 
disease, such as Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR). The control 
of PPR in endemic settings poses a series of challenges that 
need to be systematically addressed. 
The PPR global control and eradication strategy has been 
endorsed by more than 200 countries with the vision of 
a PPR-free world by 2030. The International Livestock 
Research Institute (ILRI), is implementing the Epidemiology 
and Control of Peste des petits ruminants (ECO-PPR) 
research project to support ongoing global PPR control and 
eradication efforts spearheaded by the PPR Secretariat of the 
FAO and OIE. The project focuses on existing research gaps 
and aims to provide research support to ongoing PPR control 
and eradication efforts in East and West Africa. The project 
will generate evidence to support surveillance and control 
actions in selected countries with emphasis on high risk 
areas that are difficult to reach with vaccination campaigns 
and may become pockets of infection. To fully understand 
the socioeconomic impact of PPR and challenges for control, 
an interdisciplinary approach that brings together social and 
biosciences should be followed. 
The target groups of ECO-PPR are livestock keepers, public 
and private veterinary professionals, paraprofessionals 
involved in animal health service delivery and government 
actors. The project is implemented in coordination with 
other PPR projects and initiatives to generate meaningful 
synergies and avoid duplication. 
Outputs
• Generate evidence on disease epidemiology, social
networks and gendered disease impact.
• Develop frameworks to assess disease risk and feasibility
of eradication under different control scenarios in
remote high-risk areas.
• Validate and test vaccines and gender sensitive vaccine
delivery models for specific epidemiological and
geographical situations.
• Improve surveillance capacity and coordination at
national and regional levels.
Project area
West Africa (Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal); East Africa 
(Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania)
Partners
West Africa: Centre de Coopération Internationale en 
Recherche Agronomique pour le Développent (CIRAD); 
Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA); 
Laboratoire Central Vétérinaire (LCV), Mali; Centre 
International de Recherche-Développement sur l’Elevage en 
Zone Subhumide (CIRDES), Burkina Faso.
East Africa: Government of Kenya, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock, Fisheries and Irrigation, State Department of 
Livestock; Directorate of Veterinary Services, Ministry 
of Livestock and Fisheries, United Republic of Tanzania; 
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